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SUBJECT: CORRECTION TO RICE SITREP FOR JANUARY 1975 CERP 4012 

REF: SAIGON 2161 

CORRECTION TO SAIGON 2161 

1. SUMMARY: PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES REFERRED TO IN PARA 9 OF REFTEL 
WERE BASED ON MISINTERPRETATION OF DATA SUPPLIED BY MOA. REEXA- 
MINATION OF THAT DATA REVEALS THAT DELTA PRODUCTION IS UP, 

NOT RPT NOT DOWN SLIGHTLY AS REPORTED. 

2. MOA HAS BEEN USING PRODUCTION FIGURES SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER THAN 
THE MISSION S, REPORTING 7.0 MILLION MT OF PADDY PRODUCTION IN 
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73-74, FOR EXAMPLE, COMPARED WITH THE MISSION'S ESTIMATE OF 6.6 
MILLION TONS. THUS, WHEN MOA PROVIDED US ITS PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE 
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OF 74-75 PRODUCTION, IT SHOWED, AS WE REPORTED IN REFTEL, A 
DECLINE IN DELTA PRODUCTION AND AN INCREASE IN DEFICIT AREA PRO- 
DUCTION, AS COMPARED WITH THEIR FIGURE FOR LAST YEAR OF A TOTAL OF 
7.0 MILLION MT. 

3. MOA, HOWEVER, WITHOUT INFORMING US, HAD ACCEPTED THE MISSION'S 
ESTIMATE OF 6.6 MILLION MT FOR 1974. THUS THEIR NEW ESTIMATE 
REPRESENTED AN INCREASE OF PRODUCTION THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, NOT 
JUST IN THE DEFICIT AREA AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED. 

4. WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE SUBSTANTIAL DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TWO 
SETS OF FIGURES, WE ARE PREPARED TO ACCEPT MOA S NEW PRELIMINARY 
ESTIMATE OF TOTAL 74-75 PRODUCTION OF 7.1 MILLION MT OF PADDY, 

SUBJECT TO PROBABLE DOWNWARD REVISION. MOA HAS ADVISED US THAT 
ITS ASSESSMENT OF CROP DAMAGE IS NOT YET COMPLETE AND HAS YET TO 
BE FACTORED INTO THE FINAL PRODUCTION ESTIMATE. 

5. FYI. OUR ESTIMATE OF 73-74 PRODUCTION WAS 5.17 MILLION MT 

IN THE DELTA AND 1.43 MILLION MT IN THE DEFICIT AREA. PRELIMINARY 
ESTIMATE OF 74-75 PRODUCTION IS 5.4 MILLION MT IN THE DELTA AND 
1.7 MILLION MT IN THE DEFICIT AREA. 
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